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AMENDMENTS TO TBCE CLAIMS; 
1-33. Cancelled. 

34. (Previously Presented) A method of operating a direct reduction furnace with a 
reduction in tlie formation of agglomerates and increasing the adherence of non-hardenable 
coating materials on ferrous materials comprising contacting the ferrous material with an 
aqueous mixture of the non-hardenable coating materials and a material which hardens in the 
presence of water thereby forming a coating film on the ferrous material surface. 

35. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 34 wherein the material used to harden 
the coating fihn is selected Jfrom the group consisting of Portland cements, pozzolanic cements, 
aluminous cements and mixtures thereof, 

36. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 35 wherein the cements have particle 
size distribution between 0.01 micrometer and 100 micrometers, 

37. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 35 wherein the weight ratio of cement to 
ferrous material is between 1 to 40 and 1 to 5. 

38. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 34 wherein the non-hardenable material 
used to coat the ferrous material siurface is selected from the group consisting of bentonite clays, 
bauxite, aluminum containing clay and mixtures thereof. 
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39. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 38 wherein the non-bardenable material 
has panicle size distribution between O.Olmicrometer and 500 micrometers, 

40. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 38 wherein the non-hardcnable material 
has particle size distribution between 0.05 micrometer and 100 micrometers. 

41 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 38 wherein the non-hardenable material 
ranges from 0.01% by weight to approximately 2% by weight in relation to the dry weight of the 
fenrous material to be coated. 

42. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 34, wherein the fen'ous material is pellet, 
briquette, sized or fine ore. 

43. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 34, wherein the smn of hardenable plus 
non-haxdenable material in the water dispersion ranges fi om 1 to 80% by weight of the 
dispersion. 
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